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Learning Objectives

This course goes back to Greek antiquity and familiarizes the students with the manner in
which the political questions were first posed and answered normatively. The aim is to
introduce to the students the questions, ideas and values of political philosophy addressed
by political thinkers and juxtapose the same to contemporary political thinking. The course
aims to provide a critical grasp of the philosophical issues at the heart of politics.

Learning outcomes
By the end of the course students would be able to:
e Understand how to read and decode the classics and use them to engage
contemporary socio-political issues.
e Connect with historically written texts and their interpretations.
e Clearly present their own arguments and thoughts about contemporary issues
and develop ideas to engage with the latter.

SYLLABUS OF DSC-13

UNIT -1
Text and Interpretation

UNIT - 1I

Antiquity
Plato
Philosophy and Politics, Virtues, Justice, Philosopher King/Queen,
Communism, Plato on Democracy, Women and Guardianship, Philosophic
Education and Good
Aristotle



Man as zoon politikon, State and Household, Citizenship, Justice, Virtue,
Regimes

UNIT -1l
Interlude:

Machiavelli
Vice and Virtue, Power, Political ethics, Religion and morality, Republicanism,
statecraft

UNIT -1V
Possessive Individualism

Hobbes

Human nature, State of Nature, Social Contract and the role of consent, State
and sovereignty

Locke

Laws of Nature, Natural Rights, Consent, Justification of Property, Right to
Resist, Toleration
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