Discipline Specific Core Course (DSC)
DSC 1: Understanding Political Theory

Course Objective

This course introduces the various ways of theorizing politics. The idea is to introduce andassess
the conventional as well as contemporary approaches to understanding politics.

Course Learning Outcomes
After reading the course, the learner would

e Understand the various traditions and approaches of political theory and appreciate how
they get reflected in organizing social living

e Understand multiple frames by which the idea of political community is debated
e Understand the significance of theorizing and relating theory to practice.
Unit 1: What is Politics: Theorizing the ‘Political’
Unit 2: Approaches to Political Theory: Normative, Historical and Empirical
Unit 3: Traditions of Political Theory: Liberal, Marxist, Anarchist and Conservative

Unit 4: Critical Perspectives in Political Theory: Feminist and Postmodern

Unit 5: The Idea of Political Community: Political Obligation
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