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Learning Objectives

This course aims to expose the students to the manner in which normative questions on politics
have been posed and examine their implications for larger questions surrounding our collective
existence. By introducing the philosophers from different traditions students will be able to answer
few fundamental political questions: Why do we live in political communities? How ought we to live

together? What is the ‘best’ form of government? How do values and institutions relate to one
another?

Learning outcomes
By the end of the course students would be able to:
e Understand the idea of modernity and establish a connection between societal
changes and desired political prescriptions.
e Understand the tools of political argument.
e Identify various shades of political discourses and evaluate them.

SYLLABUS OF DSC-19

UNIT — | Modernity and its discourses

Kant as an Enlightenment thinker; Faith on Reason; Autonomy; Ethics and
Politics.

UNIT — I Romantics

a. Jean Jacques Rousseau
Critique of Modern civilization; Origins of inequality; State of Nature and the
Contract; General Will; Democracy and self-government;

b. Mary Wollstonecraft
Women and paternalism; Sentiment and Reason; legal rights and
representation

UNIT - Ill Liberal John Stuart Mill



Liberal Utilitarianism; Liberty, suffrage and defence of democracy; subjection
of women

UNIT - IV Radicals

a. Hegel
Ethical life: family, civil society and state

b. Karl Marx
Historical materialism; concept of value
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Kant. (1784) ‘What is Enlightenment?’ available at http://theliterarylink.com/kant.html,
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University Press, pp. 171-202.
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Socrates to the Present. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 324-359.

4. Radicals

Hegel's Philosophy of Right,
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/hegel/works/pr/philosophy-of-right.pdf

J. Cropsey (1987) ‘Karl Marx’, in L. Strauss and J. Cropsey (eds) History of Political
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