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Learning Objectives

This course situates the study of state politics as one of the key domains of Indian politics. It aims
to introduce the students to ‘state politics’ in India as a significant site where key idioms,
processes and practices of democratic politics are produced. Discussing the relevance of the
theme, the course focusses on various theories on state politics, the historical and constitutional
context that shaped state reorganisation including linguistic demands and other recent demands
for smaller states. The course also focuses on the rise of regional parties and movements as the
means through which state politics unfolds. It subsequently looks at the political economy of
development in the states through a detailed analysis of agrarian change, with specific focus on
the rise of the agrarian capitalist class, rural markets, agrarian movements, regional business and
economic reforms in the states.

Learning outcomes
On successful completion of the course, the students would demonstrate:
¢ Knowledge of the historical context and legal framework of the emergence of state
politics in India
¢ Understanding of the phenomenon of state formation and reorganisation as part of
both national and regional politics in India
o Awareness of the nature of agrarian politics in India and the political economy of
states in India
 Knowledge of electoral politics and political leadership in states in India.

SYLLABUS OF DSE-1a

UNIT -1
State politics in India
Relevance and frameworks of analysis

UNIT -1l
States reorganisation and formation of states

UNIT - 1ll
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Agrarian politics
Rise of an agrarian capitalist class, rural markets, land acquisition and
farmers’ movements

UNIT - IV
Political economy of development and reforms in the states
Policy, politics, and regional business.

UNIT -V
Electoral politics in states
Political parties, leadership, and mobilisation
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