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Learning Objectives

The objective of this course is to study important themes through individual thinkers. The course
has been designed to give students a glimpse of the richness and diversity within Indian political
thought. The thinkers have been consciously selected to represent a wide spectrum of ideologies
and vantage points within the modern Indian thought tradition. Selected extracts from original texts
are also included to be discussed in the class. This will help students to have experience in
understanding how these thinkers build up their arguments and develop their views on the
respective themes.

Learning outcomes
After reading this course, the students will be able to:

e Develop critical understanding about modern Indian thought.

¢ Thematically explore ideas in order to locate the topical debates on important subjects
on a historical trajectory

o Reflect over the diverse possibilities exhibited in the writings of the respective thinkers.

e Think about issues and debates in contemporary India from multiple vantage points
including its historical significance in the Indian tradition.

e Develop toleration and respect for diverse opinion and at the same time, to admire and
appreciate the plurality within the modern Indian intellectual tradition.

SYLLABUS OF MDSC-5B

UNIT -1
Understanding Modern Indian Political Thought

UNIT -1l
Nation and Nationalism

Swami Vivekananda, Rabindranath Tagore and Gandhi

UNIT -1l



State and Democracy
Jawaharlal Nehru, Deendayal Upadhyay, Ram Manohar Lohia, and Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar

UNIT -1V
Rights
Rammohan Roy, Tarabai Shinde

UNIT-V
Swaraj
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

UNIT - VI
Hindutva and Hinduism

Savarkar
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