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Learning Objectives

The objective of the course is designed to make the students familiar with the
essential transitions and transformations in early modern European economy, polity
and socio-cultural life. The first unit aims to critically examine the dynamics of
Europe that emerged from the Middle Age. The second unit dealing with the
Renaissance focuses on the developments in art, literature, science and philosophy
and also deals with Renaissance beyond Italy. The content in third unit will enable
them to understand the spread of Reformation and Counter Reformation and it’s
economic and cultural impact. The last unit will explore the conquest of the New
World with focus on: material, social and cultural aspects. The idea is to give them
European perspective of cultural transformations in early modern Europe.

Learning outcomes

After completing this course, students will be able to:

e Understand the different perspectives of cultural developments in Europe.

e Explain the Renaissance in the realm of art, literature, science and philosophy
and the processes by which major transformation unfolded in European
society and culture.

® Trace the upheaval in Religion in the form of Protestant Reformation and
Counter Reformation.

e Identify the material, social and cultural aspects after the conquest of the New
World.

46



SYLLABUS OF DSC-1

Unit I. Key concepts and historical background
1. The idea of the early Modern; perspectives on culture in history
2. An overview of the classical and medieval legacy

Unit Il. The Renaissance
1. Society and politics in Italian city-states
2. Humanism in Art and literature
3. Development in science and philosophy
4. Renaissance beyond Italy

Unit lll. Upheaval in Religion
1. The papacy and its critics
2. The spread of Protestant sects in Northern Europe
3. Counter Reformation and Religious Strife
4. The economic and cultural impact of the Reformations

Unit IV. The Conquest of the New World: material, social and cultural aspects
1. A Case Study of Portugal or Spain

Practical component (if any) - NIL

Essential/recommended readings

Unit I: The Unit will give critical concepts for the understating of early modern and
the perspective on culture in history. The idea of Early modern Europe will be
introduced.

e Anderson, M.S. Europe in the Eighteenth Century, 1713-1783. New York:
Longman.
Burke, Peter. Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe. UK: Ashgate, 2009.

e Davies, Norman, Europe: A History. New York: Harper Collins, 1998.

Unit Il. This Unit imparts the understanding of the socio-cultural movements and
progress in science and philosophy in medieval and early modern Europe.
Renaissance artists and scholars celebrated the beauty of nature and the dignity of
humanity, helping shape the intellectual and cultural history of the early modern
world.
e Burckhardt, Jacob. The Civilisation of the Renaissance in Italy. University of
Virginia: Phaidon Press, 1965.
e Burke, Peter. (1999). The Italian Renaissance, Culture and Society in Italy.
Princeton: Princeton University Press. (Chpts: Introduction, chpts:1, 2, 3, 4 &
6)
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