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Learning Objectives

The purpose of this course is to equip students to understand government and politics though a
comparative perspective. The course aims at familiarising students with the manner in which
comparison is used as a method to understand the historical transformations in governmental
forms, regime types, and political systems. It also hopes to make students understand the different
modalities through which power circulates and resides in society and the distinct mechanisms
through which consent is elicited from the people. The course is expected to bring to the students
a thorough understanding of the historical contexts in which political systems and institutional
structures take distinct forms and acquire features that distinguish them. The course hopes to bring
out the specificities of these forms not just through historical signposts but also across different

political cultures in the global North and South.

Learning outcomes

On successful completion of the course, students would demonstrate:
¢ An in-depth understanding of nature and scope of comparative politics.

authoritarianism.

SYLLABUS OF MDSC-4A

UNIT -1 (7 Hours)

The nature, scope and methods of comparative political analysis

UNIT -1l (8 Hours)
Classifications of political systems

(a) Parliamentary and Presidential
(b) Federal and Unitary
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Knowledge of regime forms as distinct from classification of political systems

Knowledge of various kinds of electoral systems and party systems across countries
An understanding of the manner in which power exists in society
Analytical capacity to engage with contemporary debates on welfare, populism, and




UNIT -1l (7 Hours)
Electoral Systems
First past the post, Proportional representation and Mixed systems

UNIT - IV (8 Hours)
Party Systems

Single-party, bi-party and multi-party systems

UNIT -V (7 Hours)
Structures of Power in Society

Classical elitist theory, power elites, pluralism and theory of ruling class

UNIT - VI (8 Hours)
Comparing Regimes
Democratic, Authoritarian, Welfare, Populism and Security Regimes
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